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Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and may peace and blessings
be upon the one sent as a mercy to all creation.

Sustainable development has become one of the most pressing topics and ob-
jectives of global concern, occupying the attention of nations, organizations, and
civil society institutions across various orientations and perspectives. However, re-
grettably, this concern has emerged quite late, after extensive and undeniable dam-
age has already afflicted every aspect of the environment - seas, deserts, mountains,
coastal regions, even the air and clouds. The harm has not only impacted animals in
ways difficult to quantify but has also affected human beings in profound ways. The
damage to human beings extends beyond their physical health to their morals, prin-
ciples, and the higher values that constitute the true shared foundation of humanity.

A careful study of the texts and principles of Prophetic guidance reveals the
comprehensive nature of these principles in regulating the relationship between the
individual and their Creator on one hand and their society on the other. Among
these principles, the principle of rifq (gentleness) stands out as one of the most
significant aspects of the Prophetic Sunnah. It plays a crucial role in serving the
objectives of sustainable development, supporting its fields, refining its course, con-
tributing to its continuity, and ensuring its sustainability - particularly in the face of
the widespread harms mentioned earlier.

This study seeks to address several key questions: What is the true nature of
sustainable development? What are its significance and dimensions? What is rifq,
and what is its importance? How does it contribute to achieving sustainable devel-
opment? Ultimately, the study aims to explore how rifq can be effectively employed
to support and refine sustainable development. To achieve this, the researcher
adopts various methodologies, including inductive and analytical approaches.

Among the study’s most notable findings is that human beings are the founda-
tion, objective, and primary focus of sustainable development. They are responsible
for its realization and continuity. Accordingly, the Prophetic Sunnah elevates the
status of human beings, emphasizing the importance of caring for the human soul
and the necessity of treating others with gentleness. When workers, laborers, and
employees are treated with kindness and fairness and are not burdened with tasks
beyond their capacity, they are more likely to perform their duties with goodwill and
sincerity. This, in turn, fosters their loyalty to the institutions they serve, enhances
their sense of belonging, and strengthens their commitment to preserving and safe-
guarding the resources and assets of these institutions.

Keywords: Gentleness - Prophetic Guidance - Sustainable Development -
Strengthening Values.
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