ALWASL UNIVERSITY

022 ioJl dw poll eljlo Ul dJga
G- Jnglldcola
o Ul cslwlyall ada

do Wl slwljall (9 dnniio

&l Ylaac
o 2025 - & 1447



Al Mawel Journal - Issue (4) - December 2025

ISSN 3005-4052 (Online)

Al-Qaraft's Rules of Doubt and Their Implications in Legal Thought

Soufiane Kerroum

PhD Researcher - Faculty of Sharia - Ibn Zohr University, Agadir - Morocco

http: //doi.org/10.47798/ma0j.2025.i04.07

Received: 12-05-2025
Accepted: 27-10-2025

Published: 31-12-2025

Corresponding Author:

skerroum02@gmail.com

Abstract

By examining the concept of «doubt regarding the cause» and its consequences for contempo-
rary legal philosophy, this study seeks to understand how Shihab al-Din al-Qarafi treated the
idea of doubt in the creation of legal rulings. The question of whether legal maxims, especially
those pertaining to doubt, can provide a theoretical model comparable to some ideas in modern
law, including «procedural presumptions» and «standards of proof», is the root of the research
challenge.

The study adopts a comparative analytical methodology that combines juristic usil-based in-
quiry with philosophical legal analysis, with a focus on al-Qarafi’s conceptual framework and
the figh applications of the maxim. The research concludes that al-Qarafi developed a coherent
theory of legal doubt characterized by precision and systematic classification, which can be uti-
lized in developing explanatory models in both Islamic jurisprudence and modern law.

Keywords: al-Qarafi, doubt, cause, philosophy of law, legal maxims.
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