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Abstract

This study seeks to define the concepts of the
marvelous (al-"ajib) and the wondrous (al-‘ujab),
and to clarify their respective functions within
narrative discourse. This endeavor comes in re-
sponse to the growing interest shown by Arab
scholars today in this literary phenomenon, both
in our classical heritage and in contemporary
Arabic narrative production. Evidence of this
heightened interest includes the Paris conference
held in 1974, as well as the symposium hosted by
the lecture halls of our faculty in 1994.

In fact, two main factors motivated me to engage
with this topic. The first concerns the excessive
proliferation of certain critical concepts—both
Arabic and foreign—which has led to confusion
and a loss of precision in defining the character-
istics of some literary genres and their forms.
The second factor lies in the difficulty—if not the
methodological disorder—observed in attempts
to classify parts of our ancient and modern nar-
rative production within clearly defined catego-
ries capable of settling the debate, at least from
a methodological standpoint.

Accordingly, this study aims to delineate the
boundary separating the marvelous and the won-
drous, both at the conceptual level and in terms
of their function within the short story and the
novel, thereby contributing to a more rigorous
clarification and stabilization of critical terminol-
ogy.

Keywords: (The Marvelous, The Wondrous, Nar-
rative Discourse, Arabic Fiction, Critical Con-
cepts, Genre Classification.
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