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Abstract

This study examines the cultural and se-
mantic dimensions of Arabic idiomatic ex-
pressions as linguistic units that preserve
collective memory and generate meaning
within a cultural-pragmatic network. It ad-
dresses a central question: how do idioms
maintain formal stability while their mean-
ings remain context-sensitive when moving
from textual/literary origins to contempo-
rary usage? Adopting an analytical, applied
approach, the study investigates a purposive
sample of seven Arabic idioms by tracing (1)
origins and source references, (2) mecha-
nisms of semantic change, (3) discourse
functions and register sensitivity, and (4)
implications for translation and teaching
Arabic to non-native speakers. The findings
show that intertextuality, contextual recon-
figuration, and pragmatic diffusion drive
ongoing meaning renewal, reflecting speak-
ers’ evolving values and social relations.
The study proposes a diagnostic framework
that distinguishes semantic from functional
equivalence and guides contextual and reg-
ister-appropriate choices in translation and
pedagogy.

Keywords: idioms; cultural semantics; prag-
matics; semantic shift; translation and Ara-
bic teaching.
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