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Abstract

This study examines the discursive proper name in the titles of modern Arabic novels from a
grammatical, semantic, and onomastic perspective. It stems from the problem of the traditional
concept of the proper name being insufficient to account for the transformation of the title into
a meaning-producing structure. The study aims to theorize the notion of the discursive proper
name and to systematize the concept of dynamic textual onomastics as a framework explain-
ing the shift of linguistic structures from mere designation to an active semantic identity. It
adopts a descriptive-analytical method applied to a range of novel titles, including single-word,
genitive, adjectival, nominal-sentential, performative, adverbial, and negative constructions.
The findings show that the modern novelistic title becomes a self-sufficient onomastic unit
performing identificatory, descriptive, and persuasive functions, and that the Arabic grammati-
cal tradition provides foundational potential for this transformation, which has crystallized in
modern times as a culturally dynamic discursive proper name.

Keywords: Discursive Proper Name; Dynamic Textual Onomastics; Novel Titles; Nominal Struc-
ture; Performative Style; Grammar and Semantics.
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