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Abstract

The Weakness of the Virtual Identity
of the Arabic Language Through Social Me-
dia in the Modern Arab Context

There is a standing and renewable
conflict between the real and virtual iden-
tity. It is the conflict between identities and
languages. Especially, the Arabic language
has its specialty which gives it the traits of
its literary identity distributed between real
identity in our real world and virtual identity
in our digital world. This identity is really de-
rived from real and traditional Arab account,
or from ideological invasion belongs to an-

other culture.

However, in recent time and with the
presence of modern technology and social
media so many changes have begun to ap-
pear in all fields of life. These changes have
affected the use of the Arabic language es-
pecially in reading and writing. In addition,
the relation between the Arabic language
and the social media causes so many issues
and problems to reflect what prevails of the
positive and negative sides related to this
relation. These modern and recent changes
have brought up many and quick changes in
using the language especially in using the
youth for the social media during writing

and electronic chatting to form a new vir-

\Yo

da ool Yl aadkl Sl oy
Slydl gle s V1 amiay 56 gl
13 dg R OT logw Vs e G ¢l
Lnse Olaw Jod e (ds suasty OLS
Wle # did> L5 On go55 A 48,1
G o I L 5 25 31 By sas a1l
@uu@usfiz\z.a:z}%g o5 A &gl
deo ) dadls I3 el Sl Ladls
53 Asls 13 pesl ool e bme
ANDBE e w2 )
FEVINST 5y a3y S oS
Joo sl DIl By ad ) dr ) oS L)
o e S O o sl
Lyl B plasnal ey 1S LT L
g BRI OB o3 ey 3ol 35 LS (dols
55 etV ol g1 Jolugs &y ,all 43001
Gkl oSadd bzl SUISEYT e Bhar
s bl SIS B dg) ol
B s 8 S O o b oAb
Jolsdl s 5 Lyl A plaseal
s e dols OLA fr ke elar Yl
s SINI Lasylly RSOl b o pad
Byl Ll Lol 51 4 sa Lebk;' o S
Tor ) pr 1 Ll 5 €8 1S Lomats 8115 g
5P 3B Gl s AN e @ e &y S5

Loy mlras o sl L Jlos el ks by s



ATeTY - BEEY Jodl ol

tual identity for so many community slices
using the language. These recent changes in
using the language appear as some ideologi-
cal thoughts for the user himself, or some-
thing imposed on him. The recent usage of
the language has its style, criteria, and traits
differ completely from the real identity for
the mother (formal) language. Those who
use the language through the social media
do not follow the linguistic grammar which
is attached mainly to the language identity.
They use a blend of formal and slang lan-
guage. Moreover, they use the abbreviations
of letters and numbers. What are the fea-
tures of the virtual identity? What are the
reasons that lead to its appearance? What
is its effect on the future of the Arabic lan-
guage?

Keywords: virtual identity - language
- communication - social media - slang lan-
guage - formal language - linguistic abbre-

viations.
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